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“…So Subdue Every Discordant Passion Within Us…”

     No, I’m not trying to set a world’s record for the longest titled article in Pearl Harbor’s newsletter history.  I believe we’ve all listened while the chaplain has prayed the phrase: “…so subdue every discordant passion within us…”   But how many of us have actually heard it?  First off, I find it particularly interesting that those tasked with attempting to perfect our ritual found it necessary to pray that every discordant passion be subdued.  To fully understand what is meant by this phrase, please indulge me while I share with you some simple definitions.

     One:  “subdue”: to conquer and subjugate; vanquish.  We’re praying to “conquer and subjugate…”    Having the background of a competitive athlete who makes his living splashing around in shark-infested waters, I’m getting very interested at this point.  Back in the day, i.e. pre-Mason, I used to relish the thought of conquering and vanquishing just about anything.  That, my Brothers, was a very long time ago.

     Two: “discordant”: being at variance: disagreeing: quarrelsome.  No explanation needed.  Anyone who has been a Mason for any length of time has experienced “discordant”.  Not very eloquent, but I think you understand my point.

     Three:  “passion”:  any very strong emotion.  We hear a lot about passion in the Craft.  So let me get this straight:  we’re praying to God to conquer disagreements that we feel very strongly about; seems about right to me.  I do find it peculiar that we so often talk and hear of subduing our passions, but how many of us have ever stopped to really listen to the words of the prayer said at the opening of every lodge of Master Mason’s and truly taken those words to heart?  If you take some time to ponder what it is that we are collectively praying for, it does indeed sound so very combative.  Perhaps that’s the point.  Passions, per the textbook definition, are in and of themselves very strong, hence; they must be subdued.  Conflict!  So we must engage in conflict, i.e. conquer and vanquish, to have harmony.  Huh?  The opening prayer goes into even greater detail in describing exactly what type of passion must be subdued; discordant ones, i.e., ones that are quarrelsome and lead to variance and disagreement.  To myself, a good-Mason wannabe, a deeper look at this simple phrase within a rather wordy prayer is as instructive as it is beautiful in it’s’ simplicity.  We pray at the opening of every Blue Lodge of Master Masons to conquer or vanquish every quarrelsome, strong emotion we have within us.  Simple enough!  My question becomes, is the phrase “within us” a reference to us as individuals, or us as a collective whole?  I think we’ll revisit that in next month’s article.  Andy Geiser, SW

September 2011 Schedule
September 05. 2011
Dark in honor of Labor Day
September 11, 2011
Patriot Day
September 12, 2011
Stated Meeting
September 19, 2011
3rd Degree
September 23, 2011
First Day of Autumn
September 26, 2011
Past Master’s Night

From the East   



                 
A FREEMASON BIBLE      --       KING JAMES
    At this time of celebration of the 400th anniversary of the publication of the King James Bible, it is fitting what this one book has contributed to Western Civilization. No other single book within Western Civilization has been so minutely scrutinized and ripped apart by modern minds. The proud and malign dismiss this God-breathed book with a wave of their hands- I suppose at their own peril. Within the pages of this one book is bound a unified collection of ancient Israel's national history, civil constitution, religious doctrine, prophetic poems, worship hymns and words of wisdom. It was written by Kings, Princes, Presidents, Prime Ministers, Governors, Lawyers, Farmers, Cattlemen, Fishermen, a medical Doctor, a Tax Collector and a Tent maker; all fiercely dedicated, educated thinking men.

   Ancient Israel's Holy Book is the only window into our primal world of our beginnings.  The history of King James’ role in the formation of Freemasonry is mandatory reading in the Hiram Key book of Masonic Scrolls attempting to link Christ with the pharaohs.

    Freemasonry, in its present form came into being through the Lodge system under the auspices of King James V1 of Scotland (later King James of England). James was initiated into Freemasonry at Lodge Scoon and Perth 1601, at age 35. To this day the 1611 edition of the King James Bible remains the Freemasons Bible.  It adorns all Masonic Lodge Alters and is the EDITION CONVENTIONALLY USED IN ALL MASONIC TEMPLE RITUALS.

Fraternally, 

James R. Davis, PM
Worshipful Master
THE BEST YOU’VE GOT   -POEM
     People are often unreasonable, illogical, and self-centered.  Forgive them anyway.
    If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives.  Be kind anyway.
    If you are successful, you will win false friends; and some true enemies.   Succeed anyway.
    If you are honest and frank; people may cheat you.    Be honest and frank anyway.
    If what spend years building, someone could destroy overnight.  Build anyway.
    If you find serenity and happiness, they may be jealous.  Be happy anyway/
     The good you do today, people will often forget tomorrow.  Do good anyway.
     Give the world the best you have; and it may never be enough. Give the world the best you've got anyway.
      You see, in the final analysis, it is between you and your God.  It was never between you and them anyway.
From the South

THE COURSE OF MASONRY

     The course of masonry throughout the centuries of our Fraternity and throughout the ages of our traditions and philosophies is one straight line leading directly from where we stand as Masons today back into the darkest and most remote corridors of antiquity.  It has had many challenges from the left and from the right, and there is evidence that opposing philosophies have attempted to cut across its path, but the course has ever been, onward and upward, and what might have become obstacles, disappeared when confronted with Masonic patience, determination, and perseverance.

     The course of Masonry into the future is one straight line, leading directly from where we stand as masons today - carefully posted with our ancient landmarks that have been severely tested in the crucible of time, and leads into eternity.  Our aims and purposes today are exactly the same as they were in the beginning, and should remain exactly as they are until time is no more.  I cannot subscribe to any school of thought that would change any of these fundamental principles of Freemasonry, and with a "changing world" as an excuse, involve Masons or Masonry in any project, subsidy, or enterprise that alters these fundamental Masonic truths.

     If Masons of every age had yielded to their temporal influences, and changed our ritual and usages to conform to their changing world, our ancient Craft Masonry would have lost much of the potent influence for good which it has exerted through the ages.  It has been my firm and steadfast purpose that all matters pertaining to fundamental Masonic morality, there would be no compromises between expediency and principle.
     
Fraternally
Wilfred K. C. Lam PM
Little Johnny and his family were having Sunday dinner at Grandma’s house.  Everyone was seated around the table as the food was being served.  When little Johnny received his plate, he started eating right away.  
“Johnny! Please wait until we say our prayer.” said his Mother.  “I don’t need to,” the boy replied.  “Of course you do” his Mother insisted.  “We always say a prayer before eating at our house”  “That’s at our house” Johnny explained “But this is Grandma’s house and she knows how to cook!”

________________________________________
Did you receive this Trestleboard by mail and you have an email address?  If so, please send the Lodge your email address via email to brucehale@hawaii.rr.com.  Thank you.
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