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FROM THE EAST

“This Vast Machine”
     The word “vast” is a rather lofty one.  Disagree?  Well, when was the last time you used it in your typical everyday conversation?  Vast: of very great area or extent; immense: the vast reaches of outer space; very great in degree, intensity, etc.: an artisan of vast skill.  Not the kind of word used to refer to the mundane or ordinary, which probably explains why we so seldom use it.

     The word vast is however used twice in the “G-Lecture”; furthermore, both times it is used as an adjective and refers to size.  In one instance vast describes a “machine”, that machine being earth, I think.  In the second instance vast describes an “expanse” with numberless worlds rolling through it, that reference being, I suppose, to the Universe.  The point is that in both instances “vast” was used by some Mason guy whose writing was impressive enough to be used in a lecture for eternity who thought that the earth, and the universe were super big and all things therein contained in some way or another interacted with each other thus forming the larger whole as a living, functioning organism.

     Now let’s tippy-toe into the metaphoric and share the conclusion that both the earth and the universe, with all their glorious “vastness” can in this instance also represent, in a broad general sense, Masonry.  “How so, Brother?” you ask.  Well, the superstructure of Freemasonry is erected on the basis of Geometry and Geometry, per the “G Lecture”, pretty much explains the existence of just about everything.  Assuming that is the case, Freemasonry must, on some level, be vast as well.  Why does that matter?
     First of all just about everything I can think of that is vast has some degree of power attendant to it.  Secondly, a younger brother once remarked to me that he was not a “pin collector”.  Meaning that he was only the member of a Blue Lodge and that was that.  If one does acquiesce to the notion that Freemasonry
is vast, then anyone with any curiosity whatsoever should want to know what lies around the next Masonic corner.  One of the best ways to discover what lies in the various windings and most concealed recesses of
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February 2012 Schedule
Feb 03, 2012    Third Degree - Bush
Feb 06, 2012    First Degree
Feb 13, 2012    Stated Meeting
Feb 14, 2012    Valentine’s Day
Feb 20, 2012    Dark - Presidents’ Day
Feb 27, 2012    First Degree

“From the West”
Ten reasons to become a Mason

A Masonic Lodge is:

1. A place where you can confidently trust every person and trust your family with them also.

2. A place where, within moral and civil guidelines, free thought, free speaking and the spiritual growth of man, can grow into its fullest potential.

3. A place to meet outstanding individuals from all walks of life that a person would not otherwise have had the opportunity to know and call brother.

4. A place to be a part of an organization which has for its principal tenets – Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth.

5. A place that provides self-development opportunities, leadership training and experience, and to improve public speaking skills.

6. A place you can go to seek support as well as give it.

7. A place where moral virtues are taught and through these teaching a regular reinforcement of the moral virtues is experienced.

8. A place to spend time with a group of brothers, who by acting as good men, make me want to become a better man.  Not better than others, but better than I would have otherwise been.

9. A place to become better equipped to serve Church and community.

10. A place to meet with established members of the community and to become a part of the community.

Educational material Grand Lodge of Iowa
Bruce H. Bonnell, PGM
______________________________________________________________
Pearl Harbor Lodge 598
     The Grand Master of California, William B. Ogden, appointed William Bacon Pettus to be the Grand Chaplain, protem in 1940.  Brother Pettus was a Past Master of International Lodge, Peiping, China.  He was also an educator and authority on Chinese languages.

     At that Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge, Brother Pettus presented to Grand Lodge a copy of the Bible published entirely in the Chinese language.  He further requested that this bible be presented annually to the Lodge which had rendered the most outstanding service to Masonic charity.  Charity, at that time, was defined as being in the sense of universal benevolence and universal brotherhood.  

     This Bible was presented to the following Lodges: 1940 – Fidelity Lodge #120, San Francisco; 1942 – Pearl Harbor Lodge #598, Honolulu; 1943 - Fortitude U.D. of Chungking; 1944 – Union #58, Sacramento; 1945 – no award;
1946 – Trona Lodge #684, Trona; 1947 – Confidence Lodge #203, Castroville.     
The practice of presenting the “Pettus Bible” was not continued and it may now be found in the Grand Lodge of California Library.

From the South
A GRAND STRUCTURE IN ETHICS


We can look with admiration and satisfaction upon the progress of our tenets.  While political convulsions shake the earth, while rule or misrule calls forth the approval or disapproval of nations, that one ineffaceable word and grand sentiment emblazoned on our banner and device, lives and shines “charity".  Sweet word and link which binds us to the Order, and makes ours the family, governed, not by the autocratic will of the individual or the arrogated power of the few, but by that consent of all, which, under the direction of the Grand Architect, is cemented through a love, divine, in the absence of all selfishness, and in the presence of a sacrificing spirit binding man to man and brother to brother.  It has always been a matter of surprise that the bonds of fraternal love which should and which do exist in Masonry have withstood all the assaults caused by divergence in religious, economical and political ideas, and why not?  Is there, or has there ever been, a grander structure in ethics than that which inculcates the doctrine that where we are placed to suffer and fall, we are also placed to aid, encourage, lift up and help?  This it is which gives undying existence to and adorns with grandeur our institution:  this it is which has enabled Masonry to withstand and overcome the aggression and attacks of religious bigotry, vulgar envy, and political suspicion.   




Wilfred Lam, PM



Junior Warden
From the East

[continued from page 1]
Freemasonry is to pursue “pins”.  Each “pin” earned is one more degree, if you will, of knowledge, or Light.  The pin itself is not the real benefit; they usually wind up in drawers or the abdomens of pets anyway.  The real reward is the knowledge and Light that is obtained while travelling to the “pin”, both the literal pin and 
the metaphoric pin. So before resolving to never soil yourself by pursuing one of those goofy pins, just bear in mind how vast this wonderful Institution is and be forever faithful to that child-like enthusiastic curiosity that keeps the young’uns wondering just what it is that lies hidden in the most concealed recesses.

Andrew Geiser
Worshipful Master
___________________________________________
Did you receive this Trestleboard by mail and you have an email address?  If so, please send the Lodge your email address via email to brucehale@hawaii.rr.com.  Thank you.
2012 Officers�
�
Master


Andrew L. Geiser, PM


andygeiser@aol.com�
Chaplain


Richard Felimer, PM


komomailoft@hotmail.com�
Senior Steward 


Christopher S. Tourtellot


tallturtle@yahoo.com�
�
Senior Warden 


Bruce H. Bonnell, PGM


brucehale@hawaii.rr.com�
Marshal 


George W. Sumner III


george@gwsumner.com�
Junior Steward


Dean Kodama


deankodama@gmail.com�
�
Junior Warden 


Wilfred K. C. Lam, PM


wkclam@hawaii.rr.com�
Senior Deacon


William H. Settle Jr.


Settlew001@hawaii.rr.com�
Tyler


James R. Steinwandt


jrsteinwandt@earthlink.com�
�
Treasurer 


Bruce A. Holmberg, PM


LHolmb2293@aol.com�
Junior Deacon 


Benjamin P. Sanchez Jr.


bensjr@hotmail.com�
Candidate Coach


Roy T. Ota, PM


Agtr-1@hawaiiantel.net�
�
Secretary


A. Lee Skinner, PGM


Skinnera002@hawaii.rr.com�
Trustees


Roy T. Ota, Wilfred KC Lam�
�






Monthly Publication of Pearl Harbor Lodge, F. & A.M. 


Chartered Sept 25, 1924 by The Grand Lodge of California


& The Grand Lodge of Hawaii, F. & A. M. May 20, 1989

















Address Service Requested














Pearl Harbor Lodge F. & A. M.


PO Box 3115


Honolulu, HI 96802-3115


(808) 235-2337





�








Birthdays�
�
02/06  Michael A. Warren�02/07  Lonnie A. Proveaux�02/08  Thomas W. Hoopes III �02/08  Thomas M. Johnston  �02/10  James C. Davis 


02/12  Daniel T. Gilfeather


02/13  Ted L. Mokiao








	�
02/14  David A. Galazin	  �02/19  Rory N. Tibayan�02/22  Harvey D. Blacker 


02/25  Darrell D. Johnson  �02/28  Bruce H. Bonnell 


02/29 Keith J. Samuels


�
�












TRESTLEBOARD February 2012









































February 2012























